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A the People ſat down to 
eat and to drink, and roſe up to play. 


E read, in fas foregoing Chap- 
ters of this Book, how wonder- 
fully God appeared for his Peo- 


- 
225 2 
32 : n 
ple, in delivering them from 


82 
E 
Be a their cruel Oppreſſors, when 


* 
ND: their very Hope was cut off, and 


they looked for nothing elſe, but 
to be worn out with perpetual Servitude, or ſwal- 
low'd tip in the Graves that were in Egypt. When 
God had deliver'd them they ſang his Praiſe, 
Chap. 15. After this, God condeſcends to con- 
verſe with them, from Heaven, in ſuch a Way as 
he never ſpake to any People before. They 
heard His Voice, out of the midſt of the Fire, 
attended with many Enſigns of terrible Majeſty, 
and yet lid; which was beyond their Expedta- 
tion, and reckoned an uncommon Inſtance of 
Divine Goodneſs, Deut. 5. 23. and Chap. 4. 33. 
After this, Moſes is called up into the Mount 
where God was immediately preſent ; and while 
he continued there, we have an ynaccountable 
Inſtance of Stupidity and Degeneracy in [/rael, 


who publickly revolt from their God, whom, 
* but 
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but a few Days before, they had fo ſolemnly en- 
_ gaged to ſerve, Chap. 19. 8, In the Beginning 
of this Chapter, of which my Text is a Part, 
| | they expreſs the utmoſt Ingratitude and Con- 
| | tempt of Moſes; which Crime appears yet more 
heinous, when we conſider the many Wonders 
that God wrought -by-his Hand for their Deli- 
verance ; A, fer this Moſes (ſay they) the Man 
that brought ms up out of the Land of Egypt, we 
wot not what is become of him. He is gone from 
© us, and we care not whether we ſee his Face 
© again or no. When Sin abounds, it not only 
breaks the Bonds of Friendſhip ; but renders a 
People unmindful of all the Laws of Gratitude. - 
They who have been made publick Bleſſings to 7.3 
them; to whom, under God, they owe their Fe 
Lives, their Liberties, yea, all that's dear to T 
them in this World, theſe ſhall not have com- 
mon Juftice from Them, by whom God and his 
true Worſhip, are abandoned. Moſes is ſlighted 
but that's not all, for they reſolve to make Choice 
of other Gods, Mate ws Gods to go before we. 
And the People were fo ſet upon this Idolatry ; 
that Aaron, who was left among them, coul 5 
not ſtem the Tide of their Oppoſition. Ther: 
fore, to excuſe himſelf, when reproved by Moſes, | 
Be devolves the whole Blame on the wicked, tu- 
multuous, and ungovernable Diſpoſition of the 
People, Fer. 22. Thou knoweſt the People, that 
they are ſet on Miſchief. And ſome Jewiſh Wri- 
ters ſuppoſe that Har, whom we read of, Chap. 4. 
14. but never after this, oppos'd them herein, 
having more Zeal and Courage for God, than 
Aaron had, and dy'd in his Cauſe, in the Tu- 
mult ; tho” this is aſſerted without juſt Grounds, 
ſince Sctipture is filent with Reference to it. 
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However Aaron gives Way, and commands then 
to bring their golden Ear-rings, which they had 
taken from the Egyptians, Fer. 2. Thoſe Riches, : 
which God had given them, they willingly part 
with to his Diſhonour; and the Trophies of their 
 Vilkory over their Enemies, were turned to the 
buſeſt Uſe. Aaron makes a Golden Calf, and then 
the People ſay, Ver. 4. Theſe be thy Gods, 0 
Hrael, which brought thee up out of the Land of 
Egypt. This was fo heinous a Sin, that many 
of the Jem: think all the Miſeries, that have hap- 
pew'd to them ſince that Time, are owing to it. 
Others paſs it over in Silence, as not willing 
that the worſt Part of the Character of their 
Forefathers ſhould be tranſmitted to Poſterity:; 
Thus 'Joſephns * mentions Moſer's going up tothe 
Mount, and tells how the People were divided 
in their Sentiments about him: Some being a- 
fraid that- he was deftroyed in the Fire or de- 
vour'd by wild Beaſts, under which Apprehenſions 
others endeavour to comfort em. He ſpeaks 
alſo of Moſes's bringing down the Two Tables 
of the Law, but not a Word of the Golden Calf. 
Another Jewiſh Writer + takes Notice of 
this their Idolatry, but charges it on the reſtleſs 
Temper, and inconſtant Diſpoſition of ſome 
amongſt them. Others lay the Sin at the Door 
of the mix d Multitude, which came out of Egypt 
With them, who notwithſtanding their pretend- 
ing to be Proſelytes to the Jewiſh Religion, were 
upon all Occaſions, ſo fond of the Religion of 
their Country, that they were often Ringleaders 
in the Murmurings and Rebellions that were a- 
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mongſt them, and it may be, in this Idolatry, | 
Others excuſe the Tribe of Levi from havin 

any Hand in it, pretending that Aaron was forc 

to take their golden Ear-rings and throw them 
into the Fire, but did no more; but the Devil 
fram'd them into the Shape of a Calf; and, as 
they ſay, made it move and bleat, as tho” it had 
been alive; and that many of the unthinking Peo- 
ple, who were not active herein at firſt, ſeeing this 
which look'd ſo much like a Miracle,comply*dwith 
thoſe that firſt ſet it on foot. Theſe are the Me- 
thods which ſome Jewiſh Writers take to palliate 
or excuſe this Crime. And then among others. 
who enquire into the Meaning of this Account of 
their firſt Apoſtacy, ſome think they cou'd not be 
ſo ſtupid to ſuppoſe, the Gold which they had 
ſeen forged into a graven Image could be really 
a God, and therefore the Meaning is; This is a 
Repreſentation of the God that brought thee up 
out of the Land of Egypt : Or, This is an Image, 
by which the God that brought thee out of the 
Land of Egypt, will be worſhipped ; and ſo herein 
they break not the firſt, but the ſecond Com- 
mandment, However, this is in Scripture, often 
calPd ſerving other God:: And God is no leſs 
offended when an Invaſion is made on the Pu- 
rity of his Worſhip, than when an Image is 
made the ultimate Object thereof. Now when 
Aaron finds the People thus reſolutely inclin'd to 
their idolatrous Worſhip, he ſets it forward with 
the ſpecious Pretence of proclaiming a Feaſt to 
Jehovah : To morrow is a Feaſt to the Lord, Ver. 5. 
And then 'tis faid in my Text, That they roſe up 
early on the Morrow, and offered Burnt Offerings, 
and brought Peace Offerings, and the People ſat down 
to eat and to drink, and roſe up to play, We find 


— 


in 
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in the Law concerning Burnt Offerings, that 
they were wholly conſumed ; but Peace Offerings 
were Part conſumed and Part fed upon, In Imi- 
tation hereof, the People, when they had offer- 
ed Peace Offerings, of their own Invention, th 

feaſted upon Part thereof, and this Feſtival was 
attended with Mirth : But as the whole Service 
was-idolatrous, ſo the Mirth, with which it was 
perform'd, was very diſpleaſing to God; the 
Worſhippers being wholly abandoned to Luxury, 

and all manner of Abominations. 


All that I ſhall conſider in the Words, ſhall 


Firſt, Their Feſtival ; They ſat down to eat and 
to drink. 

Secondly, The unlawful Mirth attending it; 
They roſe up to Play. 

The Dottrinal Propoſition which may juſtly be 
deduc'd from hence is this, | 


When a People forget the Mercies of God and de- 
part out of his holy Ways, they are oftentimes given 
up to all manner of Licentiouſneſs. 


Paſſing by what might be farther ſaid concern- 


ing 1/rael's Idolatry, I ſhall only inſiſt on two 
general Heads, 


Firſt, Man's Proneneſs to forget the Mercies 
of God, and go aſtray from him after having re- 
ceiv'd ama ing lnſt ances of his Care and loving 
Kinaneſs. 

Secondly, The Conſequence hereof ;, their being 
Leven up to all manner of Licentiouſneſs, 


1. Max's 
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1. Mat Proneneſs to depart from God after 
having received fignal Talent of bis Favour, Tis 
ſaid of Iſrael, Pſal. 106. 12, 13. They ſang bis 
Praiſe, but ſoon forgat his Works, While God is 
loading a, People with his Benefits, laying the 
greateſt Obligations on them, they are very apt 
to forget his Mercies. There is ſomething” in 
the Heart of Man that inclines him to return to 
Folly, or to turn afide from God like a deceitful 
Bow. We may often obſerve this in thoſe wha 
are in a State of Unregeneracy, if God convinces 
and awakens them under his Ordinances, how 
quickly do they loſe the Senſe thereof. They are 


like a Stone thrown up into the Air; fo long 


as the Force that gave Motion to it continues, it 
aſcends ; but when that is gone and ſpent, it na- 
turally deſcends again to the Earth. No violent 


Motion is perpetual : When Religion takes it 


riſe from no other Influence than that of com- 
mon Providence ; if the Spirit of God be not the 
firft Mover of all ſpiritual Actions, the Spring 
and Principle of all Grace, it will foon degene- 
rate into Formality: But they who are in a ſtate 
of Nature, have no other Byaſs but that of 
Nature - Therefore tis no wonder if we fee ma- 


ny hopeful Beginnings, which carried a fair 


reſemblance of Grace, miſcarry, and leave 
Men in a ſtate of Apoftacy. And if we take a 
View of Believers themſelves, who are renew'd 
but in part; corrupt Nature bears great Sway in 
their Hearts; Man is prone to drink Iniquiry luke 
Water ; the beft of God's Children need his pres 
ſent Aſſiſtance to maintain the Grace that 18 


wrought in them, and to fortify them againſt 


the Oppoſition it meets with; without this, ey 
wi 
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O the Ingratitude that reigns in 


nent Danger of Ruin, then we are ready to ſay, 
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will ſoon forget his Mercies, and grow ſtupid, af. 


ter having beheld the brighteſt Diſplays thereof. 
the Hearts of 
when former remarkable Deliverances 
make no Impreffion on them ! Moſes's Reproof 
to Iſrael may have a far larger Application, 
Deut. 32. 6. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
doliſh People and unwiſe ? © Is this your Behaviour 
towards God your Deliverer, and the Fountain 
© of all your Happineſs ? 
We may apply this to thoſe who have re- 
ceiv'd national Mercies. When we are in immi- 


as Pharaoh to e Moſes, Intreat the Lord for me, 
that He won d take away this Death: But When 
the Hand of God is taken away, our Hearts. 
grow as hard as ever. Sometimes we are ready. 
to promiſe to our ſelves, that if God will appear 
in this Extremity, then we will walk more 
cloſely and humbly with him: He appears, is 
ſeen in the Mount of Difficulty, but we ſtill 
remain unreformed, Would to God this was 
not too viſible in the Day and Age in which we 
live! May we not ſay, that, tho' we have been 
under ſo many Engagements, we have forgotten 
our God, and lightly efteemed the R ygck of our Sal- 
vation; and what follows, but Sin abounding 
without Reftraint, exceſs of Riot without Re- 
morſe, and our being render'd more vile and 
miſerable by our Impieties, than we cou'd have 
been by our Afflictions. 

But this leads us to the Second general Head, 
which 1 defign principally to inſiſt on, viz. That. 
when 4 People thus forget the Engagements God 
has laid on them, they ave often given up to allm an- 


ner of Litentiouſueſs. 
* B There 
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There are in my Text two Things in which, - 
the Licentiouſneſs of a finful Reyolting People 
very much conſiſts ; one is the. Abuſe of, God's; 
good Creatures, W ich He gives for F to 
ſupport our frail. dy ing Natures; the N is 
- ſe of theſe Recreations which God has 
allow'd us, ; 41 


Fri, Let us confider the Abuſe. 9 God's 
good Creatures by exceſs - of Gluttony, Drunlen- 
neſs and Intemperance. Was Man made for no 
higher an End than to. gratify his carnal * 
petite? or is making Proviſion for the Fleſh 
as valuable an End as ſecuring the welfare of 
the immortal Soul? What Pity is it that the 
Bounty, which 15 receive from the Hand of 
God, ſhou'd render us unfit to give him that 
Trims of Duty which he he es at our 

ands: But this is the Caſe of thoſe we are to 
1 of, the People ſat down to eat and drink. 

ou'll ſay, if we abſtraft from their Idolatry, was 
their Eating and Drinking unlawful ? None can 
ſuppoſe that it was : But that which is deſigned 
for Health may prove Poiſon to us, It is a great 
Bleſſing for God to give us a Table ſpread ;, this 
David thankfully acknowledges, Thou pr areſt a 
Table before me in the preſence of mine Enemies, 
my Cup runneth over, Pſal. 23. 5. God is ſaid to 
open bis Hand and ſatisfy the D gh every li- 
Ving thing. Theſe are the Gifts of Nature, 
2 neceſſary for the Support of Life; the 
Uſe of them is a part of that Liberty He hath 
given us; for as God provides Food, He gives 
Man a right to uſe it. Sometimes He has pro- 
vided one ſort of Food, at other times, another 
ſort. It is thought by many chat there ya 5 
Fleſh 


» 
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Pleſh eat till after the Flood, becauſe when God 


e Man Right to his Food, which was not to 
ufed without a Divine Grant, *tis ſaid, Sen. t. 
29. He gave him every Herb bearing Seed, and 
Tree in which is the Fruit of a Tree yielding 
Ser: But here is nothing ſaid of the Beaſts of 
the Earth being given Food. But after- 


wards God gave him Liberty to eat Fleſh, viz. 


after the Flood; therefore ſays he to Noah, 
Gen, 9. 3. Every moving Thing that liveth, ſhall 
be Meat for you, even as the green Herb have I 
— —— 9 Things : q. d. You had before, the 

Fruits of the Earth allowed you for Food, but 
5 now the Flood has deftroy'd your Food for the 
© preſent ; and fince the Food that it ſhall pro- 
© duce,” ſhall not be fo nouriſhing or delightful 
t as it was at firſt, therefore you may ſupply the 
Want thereof by eating Fleſh. If this Obſer- 
vation be juſt, we may infer from it, that, when 
Man liv'd moſt ſparingly, then his Age was long- 
eft; as in thoſe that lived eight or nine hundred 
Years before the Flood: However, I can't think 
it is demonſtrable, neither is the Knowledge 
hereof nece to Salvation, therefore I paſs 
it over, Tis ſufficient for us to obſerve, That 


God's own People have ſometimes had moſt of his 
Preſence, when they have had leaſt of thoſe 
Dainties that are agreeable to their Appetites. 
Good Jacob ſeems to make a very modeſt Requeſt 
with Ref 
Let G 


to temporal Bleſſings, Gen, 28. 20. 
but give me Bread to eat, and Raiment 
to put on, and 1am ſatisfy d. Tis the Conve- 


niencies of Life, not the Delicacies thereof, 


that a Believer moſt deſires. Not but that Feaſt- 


ing is ſometimes ſpoken of in Scripture, as uſed 
A by good Men and not in the leaſt diſcommended ; 


B 2 yea, 


* 7 
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Man, Prov. 15. 15. He that is of a 


| Drinking in four Particulars, 
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yea, our Saviour himſelf was ſometimes preſent 


at Feaſts ; they are not therefore in themſelves 


unlawful, They who have the greateſt Share 


of the Riches of this World, have generally 
moſt of its pleaſant Things: Aſber's Bleſſing 
contain'd in it a Confluence of Rygyal Darmties, 
Gen. 49. 20. And Job's Sons are allow'd to make 


Entertainments, in their | Houſes, every one his 


Day, while their, Father is in his Proſperity, if 
they don't ſin herein, by curſing God in their 
Hearts, Job 1. 4, 5., But others who have leſs 
of the outward good Things of Providence, have 
no other Feſtivals, | but. thoſe which a good Con- 
ſcience entertains them with. Which l take to 
be the Meaning of that Apboriſm of the wiſe 
merry Heart, 
hath a continual Feaſt, If ſuch a one as John the 
Baptiſt is defirous to live in the Wilderneſs, and 
aſpires not after the Grandeur of Princes Palaces, 
he is as well ſatisfy'd with what the Wilderneſs 
affords, Locuſts and wild Honey, as others are with 
the greateſt Variety of Diſhes, that Art can in- 
vent, or Luxury deſire. | 


But we ſhall conſider the Abuſe of Eating and 


1, We ſin herein when we receive the Bleſſings of 
Providence that are neceſſary for the Support of Lafe, 
without owning the God that gives them, This Stu- 
pidity 1s reproved by that ſmall Scantling of Gra- 


titude found even in Brutes, The Ox knows his 


Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, Ia. 1. 3. 


tis unbecoming a Man as well as a Chriſtian. 


We ought to beg a Blefling from God on every 
one of his Gifts, therefore not to forget him 
when we receive our neceſſary Food, this is too 
ſolemn an Ordinance to be made a Jeſt of, as 


the 


4 
*% 


-- the | 


Preſence of them all, This was alſo prattis'd by 
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ry 
admit of Attention; and too little Seriouſneſs to 


deſerve the Name of Religious Worſhip, What 


a ſhameful Abuſe is this of a Duty founded in 
the Law of Nature, and recommended by the 
Example of Chriſt himſelf, who before He fed 
the Multitude with the Loaves and Fiſhes, looked 
up to Heaven, Mat. 14. 19. and gave Thanks, Chap. 
15. 36, And the Apoſtle Paul in his dangerous 
Voyage, when all the Company with him were 
almoſt ſtarved, not for Want o which 
there was Plenty in the Ship, but through Neg- 
left to eat, deſpairing of Life, tis ſaid, he took 
Bread, Acts 27. 35. and gave Thanks to God, in the 


the Jewiſh Church; therefore the People would 
not eat in their ſet Feſtivals, till Samuel came to 
bleſs the Sacrifice, i. e. came to beg a Bleſſing on 
what remain'd of it, deſign'd for Food, 1 Sam. 9. 
13. What need have we to beg of God, on ſuch 
Occaſions, that our Table may not become a Snare, 


as the Royal rey 0 ſpeaks, Pſal. & g. 22. or Oc- 
caſion of Sin; 


at the Curſe of God may be ta- 


ken from the Food we eat, that while the Meat is 
in our e Mouths, his Wrath may not come upon us ! 


And have wenot Reaſon to own before God, that 
we are poor, worthleſs Creatures, who receive 
all, by his Gift, though forfeited by our Iniqui- 


ties? And then are we not to conſider that there 


is another Life to be ſupported, beſides that 


which is upheld by Food; for the Soul lives by 


every Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth of 
God. And ed” when we have received the 


Bleſſings of Gad, we muſt expreſs our Thank. 
1 fulneſs; 


14 Tr AvusE 7 e / 
ſulneſs ; "every" 
Dango, 71 Tim. 4. 4. Tis à ſeaſonahle 
Wammg, Which God gives his People, Dear. G6. 
Fr, 12. Whey thou al have eaten and be - thew' 
beward les on forget the Lord. And Isa is re- 
proved for not knowing, or acktowledging, ba- 
God gave them Corn, and Wine, aud chi, Hol. 2.8. 
To receive Mereies without [owning the God of 
out Mercies, is to fin in the Uſe of them. 

"Secondly „ Feaſting is unlawful; when it is unſeas 
Halbe; N we rejoyce in thoſe Times when 
God calls ro Mourning, Bdldneſs, and girding with 
Srkeloth, and as it were reſolve not to behold, or 
be afraid of the' Judgments he is preparing, and 


which our Sins give us juſt Ground to expect. 
Such a Temper of Mind as-this will be followed 


with the moſt dreadful Inftances of God's Dif 
pleaſure,” This * — * ſays he in the like Caſe, 
Da nor be purge away 111 you die, Iſa. 22. 12, 13, 
14. Have wy we — the Holy Spirit; harden- 
ed our Hearts; caſt — on the Grace of 
the Goſpel ;/ ſinned preſumptuouſly, notwith- 
ſtanding the frequent Warnings which we have 
Had of the ſad Conſequence thereof: And yet is 
there no Room left for ſerious Reflexion? Ia 
miſt not rejoyee, & other . when they bave 
gone a 'whoyin + 5” ls —.— And if God is 
hereby provoked to depa 
for them to f _s ry rookeny ud mourn af- 
ner him, Hof. 9. 1. Exod. 33. 4. 

But ſuppoſe the Hand of God is not immedi. 
utely ftretch'd out againſt us, yet if it is — 5 
of Rebuke with Reſpect to the Church of 
in many parts of the World, if the Devil is 
ſuffer'd to come down with great Wrath, with an 
Army of Perſecutors, breathing out Threat- 


nings 


care 55 10 — with! 


it is Time 
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nings and Slaughter againſt the Sainus ; if Multi- 


tudes, of whom the World is not worthy, are reſiſting 
ings Blood, friving, again} Sin, hearing, an be. 
nourable Teſtimony to the Cauſe of Chriſt, at 
the Expence of all that's dear to them in the 
World, ſhould we, at the ſame Time act as thoſe 


who are altogether Strangers to this Cauſe, and 


unconcern'd for them, who eſpouſe, and are an 
Ornament to it; How prepoſterous does this 
Ens diy bie, Bed) They are jolly eeproved, 
Myſtical Body ! They are juſtly reprov 
That drink Wine in Bowls, and anaint them/elue 
with the chief Ointmeuts, a Cuſtom much uſed of 


old in Feaſting, but are not grieved for the Aflicti- 


ons of Joſeph, Ames 6. 6, n 

Thirdly, We fin in eating and drinking, when 
the Exceſs hereof renders us ſtupid, preys 2 
aur Conſtitution, and unfite our Thonghts for the Ser- 
vice of God. This is to live a1, US our owe 
Graves, and murder our ſelyes by inſenſible De- 
youu; How contrary is it to the Apoſtle 
lirects, 1 Core 10. 31. ger eat or drink, 


er whatſoever you do, do all to the Glory of God- 
I might have conſidered the Sin of A 


and fo have taken a View of Man, as ſunk below 
himſelf, and lying under ſuch a Mark of Iafamy, 
as is hardly to be found in Creatures of a lower 
Rank. But I want Words to expreſs the Aggra- 
vation of their Sin, who, under a Pretence of 
Friendſhip, firſt tempt, Men thus to ex poſe them- 
ſel and then inſult their Weakneſs when 
they have difarm'd them of Reaſon it ſelf 
Some indeed have contracted ſuch a vicious Ha- 
bit, that though they are enam d, they are not 
diſguiſed, with Wire; thels have a Woe pro- 
nounc d againſt them, Ia. 5. 11, 22, 

Fourthly, 


— e — 
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; Fearthly, It is 4 hard Matter to lead a fe 
Life, without ſtnnins in the Abuſe of God's Das 
If Health be not hereby impaired, which is ge- 
nerally the Conſequence of ſuch a Life, Reli- 

will certainly be at a low Ebb. And, whe- 
Her cli be defign'd or no, it will appear, in the 
End, to have been little better than making Provi- 
for for the Fleſh, to fullfil the Luſts A We 
ave but one Inſtance in Scripture of ſuch a Life 
as this, and that had a miſerable End, as deſeri 
bed in the Parable of the 2 Glutton, who fared 
fumptuou Day, Luke 16, 19. It is a hard 
Matter 2 ſuch not to make their Belly their God. 
which if they do, they are profe Ender of . 
the Croſs of Chriſt ;, their Caſe for the preſent 
r and their End Deſtrattion, Phil.” 3; 

18, 19. 

Having conſider d the Abuſe of Eating and 

Drinking, 1 come, N 7 


Secondly, To conſider hew!h we may be ſaid n ; 
in the Uſe of Recreations, Recreation, if rightly 

us'd, is not only allowable but neceſſary. The 
Bow that is too much bent will ſoon break. The 
Thoughts over-charged with Buſineſs, will be 
tir'd, Tl ſo render d unfit for it. The Mind is 
delighted with Variety of Objects, and thoſe 
Amuſements, which are in themſelves leaſt va- 
luable, may render it fit to entertain it ſelf wich 
Things of a higher Nature. 

But ſince Things in themſelves lawful, are of: 
ten abuſed, we ſhall conſider the Abuſe of Re- 
creations in three Heads, fa 

Firſt, v_ we make what is ſerious, the Sub- 
jeft of our hight bes or Diſcourſe, The airy 
Flights of Wit and — 


: - 
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"Und rtr and wa 


cs thar are led deco, de defigntd to Rr 
ther than profit : But let not yy — 
| which God bas inſtampt his Glory, or 
he makes himſelf — oh have no better 
the Scum and Froth of our hes. Confider 
that awful Word, The Lord will n t bold him gailts 
teſs, that thketh bis Nume in vain. 
| ems # is unlamful to divert or retreat our 
the Vices of Joh in which we ve. 
— a ine fe th Fel of a Fvol, who 
maler 4 AHA at Sin, Prob. 1 4. 9. Then, what 
all we fay of thoſe, who are eaſily tempted to 
ſome ev lebrated Stege Plays, where Re- 
gion and Vice have their Turns to be expO d? 
Yea, where the Perfectĩons of God are often re- 
vid dy Ouchs and Blaſphemy; at other Times 
his tremendous Works, Thunder, 
und Tempeſt, repre 
eat, without Horror, behold inferna] 
— to be releasd from their Cha of 
knefs ts converſe with Men; and a thouſand 
rg which richer tend to corrupt than 


123 rg 25 be objefted, Theſe are Inflan- 
its De for mity; ; the Stage is not to be uni- 
tonde mn "for ſomé few Blethiſhes 


ſented by Art; and 5 


det 
— + we are fordetithes invited to ſee thoſe 
Plays in which Wiſdom and Virtue are recom- 


| to our Imitation; or Vice render'd eon- 
tethptiMe and ridiculous : The Rebel looks 
more like a Madman here, than he did when he 
Arft enter d into the Field of Battle; is an Hour 
f in ſuch Amuſements a Sin ? 
A Half not deſeend to particulars in an- 
this Obfection; but Ly conſider what 
the recbmmending Virtde, or expoſing 
in general, in ſuch a Way; '& 1. As 


— D_—_— 


A— 


1. As to the former of theſe, Virtue is beſt. re- 
commended, as its Luſtre ſhines forth in Scrip- 
ture, and is beheld acted in the Converſation of 
Men. Religion is to be learn'd under the Ordi- 
nances of God, not in thoſe Places where Scrip- 
ture Language ſounds very odd; or, if uſed, it 


is with a Deſign to raiſe Laughter, and not to 


ſupport the Authority of thoſe ſacred Oracles. 
And are theſe the Nurſeries of Virtue? When I 
hear a Perſon ſay, he has often learn'd more at 
2 Play than a Sermon; I muſt conclude him to 
intend hereby, either ſuch Preaching where hu- 
man Paſſions and Frailties are ſet. forth, inſtead 


of the Goſpel ; or elſe the Man knows not what 


it is to profit under any Inſtructions. | 
2. As to what concerns the expoſing of Vice, 
eſpecially in a diverting Way, this will have but 
little Tendency to make Men out of Love with 
it; or if it were poſſible, by this Means, to leſſen 
the Reputation of open Profaneneſs and Immora- 
lity, this would indeed inhance the Value of ex- 
ternal Religion, but have no Tendency to pro- 
mote that inward Work, whereby a Soul is en- 
abled to give up himſelf to God, and to walk 
. humbly with him. But, ſince the great Plea al- 
ledged is, That Vice is hereby expos' d, me- 
thinks it were far better to lament the Folly and 
Miſery of Sinners, whilſt we deteſt their Way. 
The Conſideration of our natural Proneneſs to 
. thoſe Sins that look ſo vile in others, ſhould rather 
draw forth our Pity than Scorn. David profeſſes 
that when he beheld Tranſgreſſors, he was grieved ; 
and that in an uncommon Degree, for, ſays he, 
Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, becauſe 
. Menkeep not thy Law, Pſalm 119. 158, compar'd 


with 136. Let me farther add, That * 
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_ Sins, — as the — ſays, rt not 

to be named, Eph. 5. 3. muc repreſented 

and 'd, in ſuch a Way as this. 22 > 
If you ſay, This will render Vice deteſted by 
ſome: Is there not Danger of its being choſen 
and embrac d, with more Eagerneſs, by others? 
The Way to prevent the ſpreading of ſome Sins, 
is to conceal them; Twere better not to know 
how vile the Manners of Men are, than to have 
them repreſented to us, in ſuch a Way, as oſten 
makes Men Proſelytes to thoſe Vices which are 
expos d. Shew me an Inftance of one that has 
been reformed by the Stage; and, I am confident, 
a thouſand may be produced, whom it has cor- 
rupted. Let not the thoughtleſs Youth, there- 
fore, run into Satan's Snare. Shall Morality take 
its Riſe, from thoſe Places where Apoſtacy oft» 
times has its Beginning ? If Curioſity alone has 


led you there, tis a dangerous Experiment, 


where it is not ſafe ſo much as to approve of the 
moſt artful Performance. Are you uneaſy, whilſt 
thus giving the Reins to Fancy? What is this, 
but a ſecret Repulſe of Conſcience, which ar- 


- gues that you boldly venture on what you allow 


not of? Are you ſatisfy'd and pleas'd with your 
chimerical Entertainment? Tis well if this Sa- 
tisfaction be not judicial, and you tempted to pur- 
ſue your own Ruin, or open à wide Breach, 
thro* which Deſtruction and Death may enter. To 
this we may juſtly apply what Solomon ſays of the 
lewd Woman, Prov. 7. 26, 27. She hath caſt down 
many wounded, yea, many ſtrong Men have been 
ſlain by her; her Houſe is the Way to Hell, going 
down to the Chambers of Death. IF 
Thirdly, Some G ames are in themſelves unlaw 


and others rendered ſo by the Abuſe thereof. Un- 
C 2 der 
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der this Head L would not be ſuppos d, en hs 
ene Hand, to condemn all Games; ner on tha 
other, to enter into a particular Detail of what 
may be judg d lawful. It is good, in this Caſe, 
ta ſteer by the Compaſs of Scripture, the Deſign 
v , as fur as it concerns them, is not ſo much 
ta dictate, as to regulate our Diverſions, 


or to 
ſhew how far the Mind may be diſengaged from 


immediate Acts of Worſhip, and yet glorify God. 
Nothing is more com mon, than for thoſe who 


ernat of this Subject, to diſtinguiſh-between thoſe 
Oames, in which the Victory is:obtain'd by Art; 


and ſuch as are alſo an Exerciſe of the Body, and 
ſo contribute greatly to the maintaining. of 
Health; Alſo: between ſuch as are manly, and 
agreeable to our Condition ; and others that are 
— 


wo ſhall conſider, 
There are " ſome Games unlawful by ne, 
mich may not be ſo to another. 
2. Others have many Circumſtances 
teen which render them unlawful to all. 
„. Some Games may be lawful te ſome, which are 
net fo ethers. In this Matter, every one ought 
a be a Judge for himſelf, and may ſee Reaſon to 
decline ſome Diverſions, which notwithſtanding 
he forbears to cenſure in others. Thus may be 
conſidered in five Caſes, 
1. When we entertain ſome Denby coc er nit 


| the Lawfulneſs of that, which — RS | 


we practiſe; when wecomply, but approve nat of 
it. Perſwaſion or Example have a great Influ- 
ence over aneaſy Temper, not guarded with a —4 
Reſo- 


and others wherein tis devoly'd by Le or thoſs 
which are purely an Entertainment of the Ain 


| But nat to enlarge on exchof theſe Particulars, 


5 


5 


5 
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Reſolution. A Deſire to avoid the Charge of 
Singularity or Cenſoriouſneſa, puts us on doing 
many Things, which, though otherwiſe indiffe- 
rent, may become a Snare and Inlet to Sin. 

2. Thoſe Games are unlawful to us, which 
have 4 Tendeney, above what they have in 
athers, te defile qur Souls, and unfit them for 
— Bering Hereby the Deſign of al] Reerg- 

| prevented: For every one who ig ace 
— with the experimental Part of Religion, 
vill readily allow, that whatſoever binders him in 


bis Way to Heaven, is to be avoided; and we 


may reckon that a Hindrance to us, which ren 
dars us unfit for Meditation about Heavenly 
Things, ar retards our Purſuit after them, Eve» 
ry ane is to determine, for himſelf, whether the 
Pleaſure he has conceived in Games, or other 
Diverſions; the Art and Dexterity he has ugd 
therein; the Succeſs attending them, or any Cir- 


cumſtances of the like Nature, do not too much 


embarraſs his Thoughts; are not efteem'd too 
great a Part of his Happineſs, or do not give him 
the greateſt Diſturbance. when engaged in baly 
Duties, or render his Imaginations van therein. 
3. Thaſe Games are unlawful, in which it is 
almoſt :wpoſſible 10 N. wit haut ing in- 
te theſe Exceſſes which render them ſinful. If 
the Game it ſelſ be a Temptation hereunto, then 
it is to be avoided by all: But if the Temptation 
ariſes principally from the Treachery and Un- 
rulineſs af our own Affeſtions, it is unſaſo and 
dangerous for us. Some Games devour Time by 


Wholeſale, when Days and Nights paſs away, 


_ -and are, as it were, murdered; without Ohſarva- 


tion, or ſeem but like a few Minutes; ſuch 
Games muſt certainly be pranounc'd unlawful. 
" ; But 
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But though one had no more Snares in it than 
another, yet if we cannot avoid ſuch Extreams, 
and our Affections run out more after them than 


are unlawful for us. | 
4. When we cannot joyn with others, in Games 
or other Diverſions, without cantratting the 
Guilt of Sins committed by them, they are alſo un- 
wful for us. Ho often do we ſeeYnftances 
exorbitant Paſſion, fooliſh Debates about Things 
of no Conſequence ; Covetouſneſs, even where 
the Game would not, at other Times, be thought 
worth coveting; and many other 
break forth, which to reprove, though 
greateſt Tenderneſs, would be reckoned unſea- 
fonable, if not churliſh 3 And to bear our Teſti- 
mony againſt them, by withdrawing from them, 
as, vain, unſuitable Companions, would be il} re- 
ſented : But not to do this, is to contract the 
Guilt of the Sin of others. 5 0 
5, Whatſoever the Game be that we engage in, 
it is unlawful to us, if we uſe it as an Expedient 
merely to paſs away Time. Winter-Evenings are 
reckon'd by ſome the Dead-weight of Time, a 
Drug lying upon our Hands, and therefore ma- 
ny Games have been invented, as a Relief un- 
der this Grievance. But ſurely they who uſe 
them only with this View, little conſider how 
precious every Moment of Time is; how irrevo- 
cable when gone; and how much depends on 
our Improvement of it. Does he think it ſo cheap 
a Thing, who is arrived to the utmoſt Limits 
thereof, having received a Summons to that Tri- 
bunal, where an Account muſt be given of this 
as well as other Talents? But alas! when we 


have no ſuch preſent Views before us, theſe Me- 
thods 


Things of a higher Nature, without Doubt they 


48> 
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thods are contrived to paſs it away for Want of 
ſomething that will turn to more Account. But 


muſt not our Thoughts in the mean Time be ve- 
ry barren of what is good, and thoſe we converſe 


with worthleſs Companions ? Yea; muſt not the 
Word of God, which is nigh to us at all Times, 


if it does not afford us a more valuable Deli 
in vacant Hours, be ſaid to be laid aſide as a neg- 
lected Book, if we are forc'd to have Recaurſe 
to ſuch Diverſions for Want of better Enter- 
tainment, 

2 therefore a bad End will render every 


Adtion ſinful, we muſt look to it, that in the Uſe 


of thoſe Games which are moſt reputable, and 


have not the leaſt Appearance of Evil in 


we deſign to promote the Health of the Body, 
exhilerate the Mind, diſ-burden the by 
refreſh the Spirits, that we may be hereby 

for the Service of God, and to anſwer thoſe ya- 


luable Ends for which we came into the World: 


In which Caſe we may warrantably deſire and 


expect the Bleſſing of God on this, as well as 
other Actions of Life, which otherwiſe to do 


. would be Preſumption, 


But this leads us to a Second Thing, to conſider 


| thoſe Games which have many Circumſtances of 


Sin attending them, that render them unlawful 


for all. 


The Method which many take to determine 
what Games are in themſelves unlawful, has 


been by laying down this Propoſition, viz. That 


all Games which depend on a Lot are unlawful 
becauſe Lots are not to be uſed but in Affairs of 


Moment, wherein an Appeal may, without pro- 
faning the Name of God, be made to him, to- 
gether with a Requeſt, That He would, by the 


; In- 
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Interpoſure of his Providence, determine the 
Lot in our Favour : But this is by no means to 
be done, in thoſ®-Things which are only Matter 
of Diverſion, and particularly in Games. 
On the other Hand, many defend thoſe Games 
that depend on a Lot, by produting ſome Inſtan- 
ces wherein Lots are uſed in common Aﬀaits, and 
Matters oft decided by *em in Trade, and ſome- 
times, in Things of leſſer Moment; theſe there- 
fore think they may as well be uſed in Rerrea- 
tions, They farther add, That there is no other 
Appeal to God in this Matter, than there is in 
every Action that is caſual, and that, at moſt, is 
only implieit. Much more is alledged to the 
Ame Purpoſe, in Favour of Cards and Dice, 
which they fuppoſe may be made Uſe of in 
for which they were invented, without 
being guilty of the leaſt Sin. Notwithſtanding 
I ſhall endeavour to make it appear that theſe are 
to berank'd among the Games that are in them- 
ſelves unlawful. 
1. A. to what conrerns a Lot in Games it is often 
found to be an Occaſion of Sin: As, when good or 
bad Succeſs have the ſame Influence on our Minds 
in theſe trifling, ludicrous Matters, as they ge- 
nerally have in thoſe that are of greater lmpor- 
'tahee, This appears in the Pleaſure we conceive 
when the Lot turns to our Advantage ; arid our 
Uneaſineſs when it turns againſt us: It is well if 
there be not Murmurings and Repinings at Pro- 
videnee; and the viler Sort of Men can hardly 
forbear ſometimes to curſe the ſecret Hand that 
direfts and over-rules' the Chance. Theſe Games 
mturally lead Men to commend of blame their 
Luck or Fortune, as it is called: By Rich if they 
intend the Providence of God, it is M Profiua- 
tion 
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tion of his Name and Glory. But, if ſomething 
leſs than this is intended hereby, it carries in it, 
at leaſt, the Appearance of Evil. | 
2. Games are unlawful for all who propoſe here- 
by to enrich or advance themſelves in the World; 
This is to live upon the Plunder of others, as 
well as to - abandon our ſelves to perpetual Un- 
eaſineſs. Who can deſcribe the differing Paſſions 
that attend every Caſt of the Dice, the helliſn 
Oaths and Execrations, the Reſult of that Rage 
and Frenzy, which diſtracts the Mind, when it 
meets with what they reckon an unhappy Chance? 
Let the Loſer but give himſelf Time to think, 
and he will exclaim againſt the Game, that has 
been his Ruin ; and himſelf as one of the moſt 
beguiled Wretches in the World, But ſuppoſe, 
on the other Hand, he be lifted up with Succeſs, 
and the Lot turns to his Advantage, the Riches 
thus got are not enjoy'd with much Satisfacti- 
on; or it may be, they are ſoon loſt again, for 
it often happens, that he who is a Prince to 
Day, is a Beggar to morrow. And is this a Life 
to be defir'd ? Will the greateſt Gain compen- 
ſate for the Unhappineſs and Sin that attends it? 
Surely Games ſo uſed are unlawful ; This, I ſup- 
poſe, moſt will allow of, and there are none 
have ſo much as the Form of Religion, 
but will deteſt the Thoughts of being of their 
Number, who are here deſcribed : Therefore 
that even ſuch may be included in our preſent 
Argument, conſider, 
" Thoſe Games are unlawful, wherein holy, 
edifying Diſcourſe is reckon'd unſeaſonable, and al- 
ways check'd as ill-rim'd, and inconſiſtent with 
the preſent Diverſions, and would give a Kind, 
of Diſguſt to them who are not diſpleas'd at 1: 
D 


as 
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at other Times, yea, this is an effectual Means to 
put the Game to an End. Now I may venture to 
appeal to thoſe who uſe the Games we are parti- 
cularly oppoſing, whether this be not univerſally 
true, with Reſpett to them: And whether, while 
we are engag'd in them, good Thoughts are not 
check'd in our own Souls, or at leaſt referr'd to a 
more convenient Seaſon ? I beſeech you try the 
Game by this Touch-ſtone; indulge ſerious 
Thoughts, tho? it be but for ſome few Minutes, 
while your Companions are otherwiſe employ'd ; 
try if you can converſe with God in this Exer- 
ciſe, and you'll certainly find, That either ſpiri- 


tual Thoughts are quench'd, and put off, or the _ 


Game muſt be laid aſide. What is this then but, 
for a while, to be eſtranged from, and live without 
God in the World ? Ought not Holineſs to the Lord 
to be wroteon all our Recreations, as well as ſecu- 
lar Employments ; that is the Beauty and Glo- 
ry of every Action, without which no ſolid Peace 
can attend, or real Good be brought out of it. 
Neither can we at the ſame Time be reckon'd to 
be in God's Way : Would it not therefore be 
dangerous, and in God's Account, diſhonourable, 
to he found ſo doing ? What is it but wholly to 
withdraw our Thoughts from him, under a Pre- 
tence of indulging theſe Recreations, which 

cannot therefore be us'd to his Glory ? | 
4. Thoſe Games are unlawful which are not of 
Good R eport ; yea, are an Offence to, and weaken 
the Hands of many ſincere Chriſtians, and are in 
many Reſpetts injurious to the Intereſt of Chriſt 
in the World: But all theſe Things may, in 
ſome Meaſure, be ſaid of the Games we are op- 
| mg, This Argument is ſtrong and conclu- 
ve, howeyer I am ſenſible that many are » 
ar 


> 
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far from being convinced by it, that *tis treated 
by em with Contempt. 1 have, you'll ſay, as 
great a Right to be offended at what is ſingular 
in others, as they have to take Offence at me in 
this Matter : Might I not as well be diſpleas'd at 
their preciſe or cenſorious Temper, as they at 
the Liberty I take ? 

But this is no juſt Way of Arguing, as to what 
relates to giving and taking Offence : We are 
not hereby to underſtand an arbitrary Diſplea- 
ſure, or the breaking forth of Paſſion againſt 
thoſe who are not of the ſame Opinion with our 
ſelves ; but when an Offence is juſtly taken, tis 
at thoſe Attions which ſeem to render Religion 
inconſiflent with itſelf; when Men deſtroy with 
one Hand, what they build with the other. 
Thus the Apoſtle Peter gave Offence to Paul, 
when in one Company he ſhew'd himſelf free 
and familiar with the converted Gentiles, and in 
another was ſhy of them, and ſymboliz'd with 
the Jem, in their Contempt of, and Oppoſition 
to them, Gal, 2. 12. An Offence of this Nature 
may be taken by thoſe who are far from being 
rank'd among the weaker Sort of Chriſtians ; 
Our Lord himſelf was juſtly offended with Peter, 
when he would have diſſwaded him, conſidering 
the Miſeries which he was to paſs through, to 
ſpare himſelf, and, as it were, to lay aſide the 
Deſign. for which he came into the World, 
eMat. 16. 23. From hence it follows, That the 
offended Party, is not always to be treated with 
Diſdain; though this be the common Fate of 
thoſe who expreſs a Diſlike of thoſe Things thev 
apprehend to be ſinful, but can't perſwade thoſe 
whom they reprove, to be of the ſame Mind. 
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The Objettions frequently alledged in the 
Caſe of Scandal, are ſuch as theſe, viz. That 
the Offence is owing to Fancy, rather than Judg- 
ment; and that Perſons who ſet up for Repro- 
vers, will take upon em to preſcribe to others, 
in the moſt indifferent Matters, and fo be offend- 
ed if we don't follow their Directions in all 
Things which they call Sin or Duty; and to 
comply with what they ſuggeſt will be endleſs ; 
and not to offend, almoſt impoſſible. | 
This Matter ought to be ſet in a true Light, 
and therefore we take it for granted, that ſome 
may be offended without juſt Reaſon, eſpecially 
when Pride and Paſſion take Occaſion to render 
others Offenders in thoſe Things, wherein the 
Glory of God is not really concern'd. Some 
find Fault with the moſt inoffenſive Behaviour ; 
with whom, not to be ſingular, is to be criminal. 
So that in this Caſe we are fort d to diſtinguiſh 
between an Offence given, and taken, while we 
pity the uneaſy Temper of thoſe we have to do 
with. But ſhall all Offences be ſo-efteem'd ? It is 
one Thing to offend a few, and that in thoſe 
Things that are generally held lawful ; and ano- 
ther Thing to offend againſt the Generation of the 
Riphteow, There is a vaſt Difference between 
oftending in doing that which we can prove to 
be a Duty, and doing that which carries in it 
the Appearance of Evil, or is without Doubt a 
Snare to us, and might be omitted, without the 
leaſt Detriment accruing thereby. 1 
But ſuppoſe the offended Party be weak, and 
is diſguſted with that which carries in it only the 
Appearance of Evil, this deſerves ſome Degree 
of Compliance, eſpecially when the thing may 
be eaſily avoided by us; but not abſtaining from 
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it, would be extremely injurious to others. 
This ſeem'd to be the Caſe of the Church 
in that great Controverſy about Things offer d 
to Idols, Rem. 14. Where obſerve the Apoſtle, 
determines, that whatever is ſold in the Shambles 
might be eat, tho' offer'd to Idols, provided it was 
not eat under that Notion ; yet how tender was 
he of thoſe who cou'd not be cur'd of this Preju 
dice, adviſing others not to Deſtroy their we 
Brother for whom Chriſt dy d. And ſince the Eaſe 
and Comfort of thoſe weak Believers was of far 
greater Conſequence than the Uſe of that Liber- 
2 FineR otherwiſe might be taken, the Apo- 
le profeſſes, 1 Cor. 8. 13. f Meat make my 
Brother offend, I will eat no Fleſh while the World 
ſtandeth. | t. 1 
But to apply this to our preſent Argument, 
Were the Games we oppoſe, meerly an Offence 
to the weaker ſort of Chriſtians, wou'd it not be 
expedient, yea neceſſary to lay them aſide, ra- 
ther than give them Occaſion to think the Holy 
Ways 'of God give Allowances to what they 
judge ſinful : And how little will your Example 
be regarded by them in thoſe Things that are 
lawful and praiſe-worthy, to whom, in this re- 
ſpe&, it is a Scandal? But have we only to do 
with the weaker ſort herein, have theſe Games 
been a Rock of Offence only to them ? ls the 
Prejudice but lately conceiv'd ? Or 11 
have we not a Cloud of Witneſſes againſt them, 
among thoſe who have been burning and ſhining 
Lights, the Glory of the Age in which they 
lid? Were our Fathers to look out of their 
Graves, to ſee how, what they ſo much abhorr'd is 
prattis'd in this Day, they wou'd conclude that 
Religion is at a low Ebb amongſt us : W 
chere 
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there not many who conſtantly bear their Teſti- 
mony againſt them, and theſe not the weakeſt 
or moſt injudicious part of Chriſt's Followers? 
Let the hoary Head, found in the way of Righteouf- 
eſs, determine this Matter; ask him if he has 
not obſery'd, that the Eſteem and Practice of 
theſe Games always increaſe with the decay of 


Godlineſs. 

To this let me add, as a farther ground of 
Offence, the Prejudice which the rifing Genera- 
tion ſuſtains by ſuch Examples, that which their 
Fathers candiſpenſe with,the Children generally 


delight in, and it may be, purſue to their own - 


Ruin, ſo deftruftive is the influence of a bad 
Example. Look further into the Aſſemblies of 
God's People, and there you'll find ſome enqui- 
ring the way to Sion, with their Faces thitherward. 
What Thoughts will they have of thoſe who were 


in Chriſt before om, or at leaſt appear'd to be fo, 


if they allow of thoſe Things in themſelves, 
which are not of good Report ? 2 

Thus we have conſider'd the Unlawfulneſs of 
ſome Recreations. Let me eonclude, with an 


earneſt Requeſt to you, to take heed of falling 


by Things which ſeem harmleſs, and commit 
your ſelves into his Hand, who is able to keep 
you ſafe in the Hour of Temptation, and to 
— all outward Enjoyments with a ſenſe of 
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A 
DISCOURSE 


Concerning the 
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AND 


Superſtitious Obſervance 


OF 


Religious FESTIVALS. 


HAT the Church of God has 
not, in any Age of the World, 
been without a fixed Rule of Di- 
vine Worſhip, muſt be acknow- 
ESC 3+ ledg'd by all who own a Provi- 

> dence that takes care of the 
Affairs of Man; and the Glory which God lays 
claim to as a Soveraign Legiſlator, which to di- 
veſt him of, would be to ſuppoſe it poſlible for 


® 
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him to ceaſe to be God, ?Tis true the Modes of 


Wor- 


0 


th ' ——_——_— * — 
22 < The Ox1GIN 


„ — 6— A n 
by 


Worſhip uſed before the Flood, in the very Infan- 
cy of che World, and for ſome Ages after it, 
ars very much wn to excepting what 
may be learnt from theſe few hints contain'd in 
Scripture relating thereunto. But that there were 
Sacrifices offered ſoon after the fall of Man, may 
be gathered in part from God's clothing our firſt 
Parents with the Skins of Beaſts ; and more eſpe- 
cially from Abels having ofler'd the firflings of 
bu Fleck, which the Apoſtle ſays, he did by Faith - 
And that this Branch of Religious Worſhip was 
tranſmitted down to ſucceeding Ages in the 
Church, and even imitated by the World, as re- 
ceiv'd' by Tradition from it, tis needleſs to 
rove. Tho” *tis uncertain, whether the Sacrifices 
offered before Moſes's time were all of one kind, 
(viz..) Burnt-Offerings, as fome ſuppoſe ; or whe- 
ther there might be ſome Feſt;vals annex d to 
them; much more, whether there were ſtated 
times for Religious Worſhip, beſides the ſeventh 
Day Sabbath : But theſe Things are ſet in a clear 
light, if we look into the Ceremonial Law. 

I be firſt public Feſtivah we read of, was the 
Paſſover, in which the Blaod of the Lamb was 
ſhed, to ſignify the expiating of Sin by the Blood 
of Jeſus; and the Fleſh thereof eaten as a Ty 
of the ſpiritual Refreſhment and Comfort whi 

vas to be expected from it. 

I) be next ſolemn Feſtival was celebrated at the 

Foot of Mount Sinai, when the People enter ' d 

Into a Covenant- Engagement to be the Lord's; 
on which Occaſion, Burnt- Offerings and Peace- 

Offerings were offered, and the Seventy Elders, 
as repreſenting the whole Body, ſat down to eat 
and drink in the preſence of God, and had. an 
extraordinary View of his Glory, Exod, the 24th. 
5th to 11th. After 


- 


1 


— 


/ 


0 


y 


o 
9 
7 


4 


* 


gtver, to inſtitute Feſtivals of this Nature, than to 
* E. | | 


* kelp * 6 
3 


= _— ͤ „ 5 | ae | 
= "of Religions FESTIVALS. 3g 
After this, ſeveral Feſtivals were inſtituted to bt 
celebrated at certain times of the Year, in Three 
of which, all the Males of the whole Congre- 
gation, (viz.) ſuch as were of a ſufficient Age, 
were to appear before the Lord, in the Place 
Which He ſhould chooſe to put his Name there, 
See Exod: 23. I 4th to 17th, I ſhall not here con- 
ſider the particular Times in which they were 
obſerv'd; or the differing Kinds of Sacrifices 
appointed for each of em, which you will find 
determin'd in many Places of the Books of Moſes. 
All that I ſhall obſervezat preſent, is, that the pro- 
per Sacrifices with which the Solemnity began, 
were offered to God, with ſuitable exerciſes of 
Faith, which -was direfted hereby, to have an 
Eye to the Satisfaction of Chriſt. Herein, the 
Blood that was ſhed, and the Heſh of thoſe 
Beaſts that were wholly conſum'd by Fire, are 
ſaid to be the Lord's; that is, deſign d to typiſie 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt, which God laid a ſpecial 
Claim to, as a great Means to advance his Glo- 
ry in the World, and in which his Soul was well 
pleard. After this, the remains of what was 
offer d, were divided, a Part being allotted for 
the Maintenance of the Prieſts, another Part, 
| hk to the Offerer to eat at home with his 
riends, When the publick Service was over, 
the Remainder was to be eaten before the Lord, 
as a part of this inftituted Worſhip. From this 
Account of the Jewiſh Feſtivals, Three Things 

may be juſtly infetr'd. | 
i. That they were not inſtituted but by a Di- 


vine Warrant; therefore it follows, That it 


would have been as great an Inſtance of Profane- 
neſs, and no leſs an Affront to their Divine Law- 
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0 offer Sacrifices of their own Invention, or make 
133 any other Additions to his Worſhip. Ra" 2 
1 2. We are not to ſuppoſe, that any Religious 
2 Fẽe.cſtivals were inſtituted to propagate the Memo; aff». 
ry of particular Saints, under that Diſpenſation, © 
= though there were many who made as confidera-  * } - 
= ble a Figure in the Church, and did as great 
13 Things for God, as any who are remarkable in 
Hiſtory ſince our Saviour's time. 
= 3. Theſe Feſtivals were Ordinances of Com- 
BB munion, eſpecially thoſe in which the whole 
5 | 3 met together thrice in a Year : +», 
4 ereby they teſtified their Confent to walk to- 
3 gether in all the Statutes and Inſtitutions of God, 
= and their ſpiritual Joy, in being made partakers 
= of the Bleſſings which they look'd for, by him, 
=” who is the great Peace-Offering for his Church. 
= The Apoſtle refers to this, when he compares 
=  ' one of theſe Ordinances with the Lord's-Sup- 2 
4 per, 1 Cor. 5. 7, 8. Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed 
| for us, therefore let us keep the Feaſt, q. d. As the 
= © Jewiſh Church firſt offered the Sacrifice, and 
40 © then eat what was allotted for them, before the 

"IF Lord; even ſo we, in the Lord's-Sapper, take 
© a View by Faith, of Chriſt our Sacrifice, and 
© publickly declare our Subjection to him, and 
© Communion with one another in what relates 
© hereunto. * 

Thus much concerning the Original and Do- = 
ſign of Jewiſu Feſtivals. | = 

The next Thing to be inquired into, is whether 

there were any other Feſtivals amongſt them, 
which were obſerved in a different manner ; and + 
how far they may be ſaid to have been abuſed. -.. 
We ſhall take Notice of two, (viz.) The Feaſt 
of Purim, and that-of Dedication. a 
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I. Concerning the Feaft of Purim, we read of 
to 22. *Tis not ſaid, as in other Feaſts, before 


the Reaſon and firſt Inſtitution of it, Eſther 9. 20, 


mention'd, that they offer'd Sacrifices by parti- 


cular Divine Direction, and eat and drank before 


the Lord, which probably gave Occaſion to ſome 


of the Jews themſelves, as is obſerv'd out of 


their own Writings *, to thmk this Feaſt a kind 
of Innovation, and againſt the Law. We read in- 
deed of their Feaſting and Joy, and ſending Por- 


tions one to another, and Gifts to the os 


but nothing farther. The Modern Jews inde 


of Anger againſt, and Triumph over- Haman ; 
But this ſeems to be a late Invention not known 


min Mordecai's time. And of all the Feftivals 


which they now obſerve, this is the moſt Luxu- 
rious, wherein Revelling, Gluttony, and Drun- 
kenneſs, are not only allow'd of, but reckon'd 
agreeable to the Deſign of the Feſt ival F. 

As to the Queſtion that depends hereupon, 
(viz.) Whether Religious Feſtivals may be impoſed 
without a Divine Sanction? It may be anſwer'd, 
That in Mordecai's Time, the Jews had inſpir'd 
Prophets amongſt *em, and *tis not unlikely, 


that he was of that Number, as an Inſtance 


whereof many conjecture that he penn'd the Book 
of Eſther. If this be true, there is no abſurdity 
in ſuppoſing, that in appointing this Feſtival, he 
acted by Divine Direction; but if this be not 
allow'd, the Feſtival being nothing elſe but a 
Time of Vacation for Religious Worſhip, and 


_ 


* See Lightfoot's Hor. Heb. & Tal, on John 10. 22. 
See Buxtorf Syn.1gog. Fudaic, cap. 29. 
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not formally containing in it an act of Worſhip, as 
was ſaid of other Feſtivali, and it being founded 
on a very good Moral Reaſon, (viz.) one of the 
greateſt Deliverances they ever had, I ſee no 


Reaſon why Mordecai, as a Civil Magiſtrate, 


might not inftitute it, tho' without the immedi- 
ate direction of the Spirit of Inſpiration. 

2, The other, viz. The Feat of Dedication, 
was inſtituted about 300 Years after the former, 
when the Gift of Prophecy was wholly ceaſed, 
and the Affairs of the Jewiſh Church exceedingly 
upon the Decline, about 160 Years before our 
Saviour's Birth, At this Time the Traditions of 
the Elders began to be in Vogue, and Superſti- 
tion was coming in like a Flood. The Occafion 
of the Inſtitution hereof, as thoſe who give an 
Account of the Antiquities and Hiſtory of the 
Jewiſh Church, inform us, was the reftoring Re- 
ligion, repairing the Temple, and more particu- 
larly, conſeerating the Altar by Judas Maccabæus, 
after a cruel Perſecution, and total Reſtraint of 
publick Worſhip, and fetting up Idolatry in the 
Room of it; whereby the Holy Place and Veſ- 
ſels were defiled by Antiochus Epiphanes, whom 


ſome ancient Writers call a Type of eAntichriſt. 


The Perſecution he ſtirred up was ſharp, but 
ſhort, as was foretold by Daniel; it laſted three 
Years and a half, which according to his Prophe- 
tic Way of ſpeaking, he calls, Chap. 7. 25. A 
Time and Times, and the Diviſion of Time, Lit- 
tle is ſaid concerning the Manner of obſerving 


this Feſtival, but what ſeems mean and trifling, | 


very agreeable to the Genius of the Talmudick 


Writers, *Twas celebrated with leſs of Riot and 
Luxury, than that mention'd in our laſt Head 
but with the ſuperſtitious Injunftion, That every 


— 


one 
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* we 


one ſhould ſet up Lights in their Houſes, accord- 
ing to the Number of Inhabitants, The parti- 

cular Cireumftances, ordained by their Maſters of 
Ceremony, relating hereunto, and the great 
Streſs laid upon the moſt minute Things, they 
who have Leiſure and Inclination may ſee at large, 
in the Writings of thoſe who are inquilitive into 
this Matter *, 

One Thing however ought to be inquired into, 
before we diſmiſs this Head, viz, Whether our 
Saviour, by being at Jeruſalem, and there walking 
in the Temple, in Solomon's Porch, as tis __ G4 
did, at the Time of this Feftival, John 10. 22, 13. 
gave Countenance to it; and thereby would have 
us know, from his own Example, that we ought 
rather to joyn in ſyperſtitious Worſhip, than 
diſſent from an Eſtabliſh'd Chureh ? This Argu- 
ment Lightfoot proſecutes, as well as the Cauſe 
will bear, in an Occaſional Sermon, printed in 
his Works +, 

But, I humbly conceive, Chriſt gave no Coun- 
tenance toit; for if he did, it muſt be either by 
his being at Jeruſalem, at that Time, or by his 
walking in Solomon's Porch: But this cannot be 
inferr d from the former; for no one was obliged 
to come up to Jeruſalem to attend this Feſtival, 
as they were obliged to do in the Three publick 
ones of Divine Inſtitution, before mention'd ; for 
it was obſerved in their reſpective Cities, and the 
greateſt Part of the Solemnity, it ſeems, was 

rformed in their own private Houſes : There- 
fore Chriſt's being at Jeruſalem at this Time was 
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* Tof. Ant. L. 12. C. 11. Buxt. Syn. Fud. C. 28. Light. 
Cap. ſupra Cit, 1 Mace. 4. Þ Vol. 2. J. 1036. 
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1 occaſion d by ſome more valuable End. And 


WE the Reaſon why the Evangeliſt here mentiong 
x this Feſtival (the only Place where tis taken 
5M Notice of in Scripture) was, that he might point 
* to us the particular Time of the Year when 
3 Chriſt was at Jeruſalem, which gives ſome Light 
; to the Hiſtory of his Life : But it no more ar- 
gues, That he kept the Feſtival, becauſe *twas 
the Time in which *twas celebrated, than if I 
ſhould ſay I came to ſuch a Place at Chriſtmas, it 
might be inferred from thence, I came there to 
2 the Feſtival ſo called. And as to his 
willing in Solomon's Porch, it can't be argu'd_ 
from that; for tho” tis true, this was an Apart= - 

ment of the Temple, yet twas not a Place de- 

fign'd for any Part of the Temple-Service: 0 
But there the Sanhedrim ſat. Chriſt therefore 19 
walked there, tis probable, not as deſigning at 

this Time to attend on the Worſhip of the Day, f 
but that He might have Occaſion to converſe 
with ſome of the Scribes and Phariſees, or other 
Members of that Body, to affert his Miſſion, as 
at other Times, and to confute their falſe Opi- 
nions concerning him. Bu” 

One Thing more I ſhall take Leave to obſerve, 4 

viz. That how ſuperſtitious ſoever the Cuſtom m 
obſerv'd in this Feſtival appears to be, the Church N 
of Rome has thought fit to retain it in ſome of 

her Feſtivals ; for doubtleſs, from hence the Pra: 
ctice of lighting 12 Candles, in the Conſecration F 
or Dedication of their Churches, took its Riſe ; A 
as alſo that of ſetting up Candles, on the 2d of | 
February, in the Feſtival appointed in Comme. 

moration of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, 

commonly called Candlemas And allo in the 


Feſtival of the Nativity af our Saviour, by which 
they 


2 - — 8 


vals, 

But let us now conſider ſome Things relating 
to the Origin of Feſtivals in the Chriſtian Church : 
No Command or Example of Chriſt is pretend- 
ed to be the Foundation thereof; tis true, two 
or three Scriptures, in which the Feaſt of Pen- 
tecoſt is mention'd, are alledg'd to prove that this 
was obſerved by the Church, in the Apoſtolick 


Age. But it don't follow, That becauſe the 


Apoſtle determined to be at Jeruſalem the Day 


"of Pentecoſt, Acts 20. 16. or to tarry at Epheſus 


till Pentecoſt, 1 Cor. 16. 8. That he intended 
any Thing elſe hereby, but the Time of the Year 
which the Fews obſerved under that Denomina- 
tion, as the Feaſt of Weeks, not that he defign'd 
to obſerve it, ſince he makes Uſe of it, only as 
a Character whereby to diſtinguiſh Time. 

If it be objected, That the Apoſtles were mer 
together on that Day, when the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended upon them, As 2. 1. It can't be ar- 
gu'd from their Practice, before they receiy'd full 
Inſtructions concerning Goſpel-Worſhip to be ob- 
ſerved in the Church, that this was deſign'd as a 
Precedent to after Ages : And they might be al- 
low'd to obſerve the Jewiſh Inſtitutions, till the 


Spirit gave 'em better Information, 


Again, That Scripture, 1 Cor. 5. 8. Let ws 
keep the Feaſt, &c. which is alledged in Defence 


* See Selden de Synod. Lib. 3. Cap. 13. Calvar. Ritual. 


Ea. Part 2. Sep. 2. Cap. 16. 


of 
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maintaining that it ought to 


The other, That it 


go be OxiGix © - 


of the Obſervation of Chriſtian Feſtivals, has 
no Reſpe& to the Paſſover, as may be inferred 


from what has been before hinted, any farther 
than as the Lord's Supper is compar'd with it: 
But ſuppoſing that it ſhould be allow'd that ſome 


Days were obſerved by the converted Jews, and 
by others, to prevent their being offended ; tis 


alſo certain, that the Apoſtle ſaw Reaſon to for- 


bid this Practice, when he perceived the ill Ten- 


dency thereof, Gal. 4. 10, 11. Col. 2. 16. 
Whether the Apoſtle had wholly rooted. out 


the Remains of this Judais ing Temper, before | 


his Death, is uncertain, however, in the next 
Age *twas reviy'd. The Feſtival wh 

ſtituted in the Room of the Paſſover, viz. Eaſter, 
was very early obſerv'd in the Church; as a 
pears from the great Diviſions between th 
ern and Weſtern Churches, in the 2d Century, a- 
bout the Time of D ee The former 
; hich the 7. n is by the Foe 
ame Day, on which the Paſſover was by the Jews. 
- ought to be obſerved the 
Lord's Day after ; and the Controverſy aroſe to 
ſuch a Height, that Victor, Biſhop of Rome, at 
one Stroke excommunicated all the Eaſtern 


Church *: Which many thought a raſh Action, 


it being long before the Biſhop of Rome pre- 


tended to be Chriſt's Vicegerent, or Head of the 


Church ; This being in latter End of the 
2d Century ; whereas that Compliment was not 


paſſed upon him, till the Beginning of the Jth: 


Tis alſo well known that the Council of Nice was 


conven'd to determine this Controverſy, eA. D. 


„* 
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* Enſeh. Hiſt, Eccl. L. 3. C. 24, 23. 


ich was ſub- 


325. 
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» as *tis obſerved to this 


enquire, whether twas worth Conſtan- 

all a General Council, to iſſue this 
Matter; or whether that venerable Body, when 
convened, would not have done more Service 
to the Cauſe of Chriſt, had they then decreed 
that it ſhould be wholly laid aſide: But this is 
ſufficient to my prefent Deſign, to prove, That 
this Feſtival was then obſerved ; and not without 
a Mixture of Superſtition, as appears hereby. 
Beſides this, there was alſo another Feſtival, bor- 


rowed from the Jem, of the ſame Antiquity, 


to wit, That of Pentecoſt. Theſe Things are ſo 
well known, that I need not produce Vouchers to 
prove em. 

In the 3d Century the Church was born down 
with Perſecution ; yet, through the peculiar Bleſ- 
fing of God, it abounded with Zeal for His 
Name. There were many Feſtivals obſery'd, tis 
true, but in a very differing manner from thoſe 
which were introduced in after Ages. Many ex- 
cellent Chriſtians had given an honourable Teſti- 


mony to Religion, with their Blood; whoſe Me- 


mory was precious, as their exemplary Behavi- 
our, and triumphant Entrance into Heaven, wers 
beyond Meaſure, encouraging to thoſe who ſur- 


vived em. The Day of their Martyrdom was 


called their Birth-day, as it gave em Admittance 
into a better World; and great Care was taken 
to keep up the Remembrance hereof. To this 
End ſeveral Notaries * were appointed, to com- 


* 


* Cyp. L. 3. Epift, 6. & Not. Pamel. in eund. Baron. Au- 
nal. ad Ann. 238. f _ 


id, according to the Mind of 
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mit to Writing an Account of their Impriſon- 7 


ment, and the Tortures they endured; and how 


they behaved themſelves under em; alſo what. 


Defence they made for Chriftianity, when they 
were apprehended and tried ; and what com- 


fortable Experiences, they profeſs'd themſelves. 


to have, of the Preſence of God, at the Stake; and 
what Meſſages they might ſend, from thence, to 
their Brethren and Companions in Tribulation, and in 
the Kingdom and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt, Part of 
the Reſpect they paid 'em was, by gathering to- 
gether their Bones, if *twas poſſible to procure 
*em ; which they ſeta greater Value on, than on 
precious Stones *, and buried them, with Teſti- 
monies of Reſpect, though not with much Pomp, 
or publick Solemnity, which would not be ad- 
mitted in thoſe Times. And they made their 
Tombs the Places to which they reſorted for pub- 
lick Worſhip ; for as yet no Churches were 
erected for that End. 

The Anniverſary Remembrance of theſe Wor- 
thies, was obſerv'd' indeed, with a Recital of 
their Sufferings, and exemplary Death; the Ce- 
lebration of the Lord's Supper, as it were ſignify- 
ing, their being, in ſome Reſpects, one Body with 
the Church Triumphant; and Prayer to God, 


for the like Meaſure of Conſtancy, in eſpouſing 


His Cauſe, which they had beheld in thoſe whoſe 
Remains were there interr'd. However, they 
did not proceed fo far, as the Church did in ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, by entertaining the Auditory, with 
Iittle.elſe but fulſome Flattery, contain'd in long 
Panegyricks on their Virtues ; embelliſhed with 


— 


* Euſel. Hiſt. Eccl. L. 4. 1 15. 
| many 
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many fabulous Stories, of Things which they ne- 


ver did: Much leſs was their Interceſſion deſir'd, 
or their Merits extolVd, as ſet up in Competition 
with Chriſt's, Though, tis plain enough, that 


Theſe, and many other Corruptions, took their 


Riſe from hence. And, in following Ages, we read 
of many ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, uſed on ſuch 
like Occaſions ; ſplendid Sepulchres being erect- 
ed to their Honour, were ftrewed with Flowers, 
perfumed. with the richeſt Balſam and Spices, . 
and Wine poured on them : Their Relicks pre- 
ſerved, as reckon'd a conſiderable Part of the 
Church's Treaſure ; and Pilgrimages undertaken 
to them, and Miracles pretended to be wrought 
by em, on thoſe who viſited their Shrines. But 
all this was when outward Proſperity had been 
long enjoy'd by the Church, and was attended 
with many Corruptions, brought into it, which ex» 
ceedingly ſullied its Primitive Beauty. 

This leads us to conſider the State of Affairs, 
when the Roman Empire embrac'd Chriſtianity, 
in the 4th Century. Conſt antine the Great, who 
gave Peace and abundance of Temporal Felicity 
to the Church, having been, in his younger Years, 
a Heathen ; and being, beyond Meaſure, deſirous 
to oblige them to embrace Chriſtianity, and eſpe- 
cially, that they might not take occaſion to de- 
ſpiſe it by reaſon of the plainneſs of its Worſhip, 
he adorned it with a great appearance of out- 


ward Pomp and Splendor. The Chriſtian Churches 


came not a whit behind the Heathen Temples, in 
Beauty and Magnificence, excepting, that the 


one was adorn'd with Heathen Gods; The other 


had not made ſo great a progreſs in Idolatry, as 


to ſet up the [mages of Saints in em. The 
Chriſtian Prieſthood alſo bad as conſidprable 
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Marks of Honour annex'd to it, as the Hen 


and Revenues anſwerable hereunto; that they 
who were wholly byaſſed by the views of Tem- 


poral Advantage might not decline it. And where« 
2s there were many Fe ſtiuals celebrated to the 


Honour of their Heather Gods, He invented 
others, grac'd with the Chriftian Name, to ſupply 
their Place, and that in, or near, the fame time 
of the Year, that ſo the People might not ſup- 
poſe the external ſhow of Religion was loft, or 
that thoſe Times which were before conſecrated 
to Idols, were now to be reckon'd d ee 

I need not fpend time to conſider the Agree-. 
ment between the Heathen and Chriſtian Fefti- 
vals; no one who compares em together, wilt 
doubt of a * | or, as _ — 
ormer; neither do , who mo 
= for their obſervation, fo much deny this, 
as defend their Practice, notwithftanding, by 
aſſerting the Obligation Men are under to obey 
the Decrees of the Church relating hereunto, 
without conſidering, whence thoſe who made 
them, took their firſt Plan; Others indeed, 
pretend to vmdicate the Wifdom and Modera- 
tion of the Church, in ordaining, that there 
Mould be fo great a Similitude berween their Re- 
ligious Feftivals and thoſe of the Heathen, 
that thereby they might be more eafily brought 


into the Boſom of the Church. Thus Pope 


Gregory * tells us, how the Pagan Feſtivals were 
chang'd into Chriſtian ones, in as much as ſome 
things muſt be done in imitation of them, that 


they might more eaſily be perſwaded to embrace 


the Chriſtian Faith. 
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* Oper, Lib. g. Gib. 71. 
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And now, if we look into the Annals of the 
Church, we ſhall find, that every Age produc'd 


new Feſtivals. The th was very fruitful in its 
productions of this Nature, and ſo were ſeveral 
ſucceeding Ages: But, as tho* their Number had 
not been ſufficiently increas'd, in the i orb Century, 
the Romiſh Church took an effectual Method to 
fill up their Kalendar with them ; for then the 
Cuſtom an __ — — -_ 
thereby declaring, that ought to be invok' 

and Churches dedicated to their Honour, and 
Feſtivals obſerv'd, to celebrate their pretended 
<AMiracles, Herein they imitated the Practice of 
Rome-Pagan, in Dei ying their Heroes f. The 
Saints, whoſe Feſtivals were before obſerw'd, 
had they been now living, would have look'd 
with the greateſt Indignation on the Honours 
paid em. But thofe canoniz'd Saints, whoſe 
Admirers obtain'd this for them by Intereſt, if 
not by Purchaſe, had ſo little to entitle them to 
that Character when _y liv'd, that they, who 
were really Saints, would hardly have own'd ma- 
ny of em for Brethren, But I ſhall not give a 
particular Relation of the Time, when ſeveral 
of the Feſtivals, dedicated to the Honour of 
the Virgin Mary, as her immaculate Conception, Pa- 
— Aſſumption, with thoſe celebrated in 
| of the Apoſtles, & c. were firſt Inſtitu- 


ted, which you'll find in the Writings * of thoſe 


who are 
be. 


larger on this Subjett than I propoſe to 
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1 ci. de Nat. Deor. lib. 2. Euſeb. Prep. Evang. Ib. 2. cap. 9. 


* Hoſpin. de Orig. Feft. Chr. paſſim. Cald. Alt. Damafc. 
Cap. 10. Perking's Demonſt. of the Probl, in his Works, Vol. 2+ 


. 597. Pierce's Vind. Sc. Part 3. Chap. 11. 
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An that I ſhall at preſent conſider, ſhall be the 


Feſti val inſtituted in Commemoration of the 
Birth of our Saviour, call'd Chriſtmaſs. Here 
obſerve, the Word Birth-day is taken in its pro- 
per ſenſe, not, as when apply'd to the Martyrs, as 
above: But I may take leave to obſerve that the 
Celebration of Birth-days, in this ſenſe, was not; 
uſually praftis'd by the Church, tho' 'twas among 
the Heathen, and that with a Mixture of Luxu- 
ry and Religious Solemnity *. And ſome of the 
Fathers have expreſs'd themſelves with a great 
deal of Warmth againſt obſerving the Day in 


which a Perſon was born; thus Origen t, Who 


flouriſh'd 230 Years after Chriſt, and Ferom ||, 


Ann. 378. | 
If it be enquired when our Saviour's Birth- 


day was firſt obſerv'd, it may eaſily be prov'd, 


that *twas not known in the three firſt Centuries ; 
and in the 4th, when 'twas firſt obſerv'd, twas 
on the 6th of January, which Day was firſt caJl'd 
Epiphany, to ſignify the Appearance of God in 
our Nature : Though ſoon after, when this Day 
was kept on Dec. 25. the Senſe of the Word 
Epiphany was altered, and another Feſtival ap- 
pointed, on that Day, in Commemoration of 
His Baptiſm, which they, without Ground, ſup- 
poſe to be thereon. But after that, *twas apply'd 
to ſignify the appearing of the Star to the wiſe 
Men, who on ungrounded Tradition, were rec- 
koned to be three Kings, under which Notion 
the Day is kept at preſent, Clement of Alexan- 
dria *, who flouriſhed in the End of the 2d Cen- 


tury, is ſo far from making mention of this Feſt;- 


* Her. Lib. 4. Ode 11. Virg. Ecl. 3. b. 76. Fuv. Sat. It. 
v. 82, &c. Perſ. Sat. 2. v. 1, &c. Þ Oper. Tom. 8. ſup. Levit. 
Com. in Matt. L. 2. ** Stromat. L. 1. juxta fin. 
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| wal, that he reckons it an Inſtance of vain Curi- 


oſity, in ſuch of his Time, who pretended to tell 


the Day of the Year, in which our Saviour was 


born; and ſo gives an Account of ſeveral Days, 
on which one or another conjectur'd He was born, 
but none of em the 25th of December, and not 
the leaſt mention of any Feſtival obſerv'd in his 
Time. Chryſoſtom indeed, who flouriſhed in the 
End of the 4th Century, ſays, That the Cuſtom 
of obſerving this Feſtival, on the 25th of De- 
cember, was then but of Ten Years ſtanding in 
the Eaſtern Church, who received it from the 
Weſtern,.. And neither of em had obſerv'd it 
long before ; notwithſtanding what is argued 
from ſome ſpurious Writings, which carry in 'em 
the ſpecious Pretence of Antiquity, If the true 
Time of Chriſt' Nativity be enquired after, it is 
much eaſier to prove, that it cannot be determi- 
ned, than to fix the certain Day thereof. The 
Argument made Uſe of by thoſe * who think 


it was December 25. is as follows; Zacharias the 


Father of John the Baptiſt was High-Prieſt, ſay 
they, becauſe he burnt Incenſe in the Temple; 
this muſt therefore be in the great Day of Expi- 
ation, in the Tenth of the Month Tixri, or about 
the latter End of September: And when his Mini- 
ſtry was over, he went to his own Houſe, after 
which his Wife conceived, and Six Months after 
that the Virgin Mary conceived ; Ver. 23, 24, and 
36. Accordingly Fohn the Baptiſt was born the 
24th of June; and our Saviour Dec. 25, 

But to this it may be eaſily reply'd, That 'tis 
certain Zacharias was not High Prieſt, for he is 
calPd, is Tis, à certain Prief, and is ſaid to be 
of the Courſe of Abia; whereas the High-Prief 


F Chry/. op. Tom. 5: mihi p. 40 5. Ang. Tom. 9. Tra. 49. * 
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de prov'd, that Chriſt was born on that Day, the 
-mayver of obſerving it with Revellings, Maſque · 
-rad?;; Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, and Gaming, is 


btatiug their Saturnals , about the ſame Time of 
the Vear: And 'tis very unbecoming a Chriſlian, 
v ho profeſſes Subjection to him, who was mani fuſt 

that he might deſtrgy the Warks of the Devil. 


N Sepec. Fpiſt, L. 1. Ep. 18. Hor. Ferm. L. 2. Sat, ). v. 4 


was the Preſident of all the Courſes, and hot , 

cluded! in any one of them; and his e 
cenſe was a Part of the daily Service, Exod. , 
- As for the Argument of Lightfoot and others 
to prove that Chriſt was born in the latter End of 
Auguſt; or the Beginning of September, which 
will not put the Matter out of doubt, tis, in 
mort, this; viz. The Firſt of the 24 Courſes of 
the Prieſts (who began their Service, on the g̃ab- 
bath, as did all the others) :minifter'd. after. the 
Paſſover, in the Month Abib, or the latter End of 
March; now reckoning 8 Weeks from thence, 
the Courſe of Abia miniſtred in the Month Sivan; 
wiz. The latter End of May, or Beginning of Fuze, 
and 6 Months after that our Saviour was concei- 
ved, viz, About the Beginning of December, and 
was born about the Beginning of September follow- 
ing. But this Account is not ſufficient: to deter- 
-mine the Matter. For if it could be proved that 

the Courſe of Abia was at this Time the 8th, as 

it was before the Captivity, 1 Chron. 24. 10, and 
that the firſt Courſe always miniſtred after the 
Paſſover, yet it would be hard to prove, that thoſe 
Words, after thoſe Days Elizabeth conceived, Luke 
1. 24. muſt' be meant immediately after, and not 
ſome Weeks after; ſo that the exact Time of 
Chriſt' Nativity remains uncertain. But if it could 


too much like the manner of the Heatben in cele- 
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